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From a 17 year-old space and physics enthusiast in balmy and crowded Bombay, to the 

Editor for the most communication-intensive Directorate of the only international space 

agency in the world - this is the stuff of childhood dreams.  

 

With time, dreams tend to be whittled down to more conventional, less-crazy, lucrative 

goals, but I’ve been more than lucky. My career as it developed was not wholly unplanned, 

but it has been a case of many helpful hands being offered along the way. And it was no 

coincidence that I chose to study at the Earth and Space Sciences department at Jacob’s. 

 

My passion for Astronomy motivated me to study Astrophysics, but after arriving on 

campus, I quickly understood that there was much more than just an enormous amount of 

broad, interdisciplinary knowledge and information in store for us. 

 

After graduation from Jacob’s, I studied at the International Space University, for an M.Sc. 

Degree in Space Management. For my individual Master’s project, I conducted a feasibility 

study which provided strategic recommendations for commercial suborbital spaceflight 

operators to diversify their business portfolio by including a microgravity experiment 

platform service in the offering. The scientific, technical, safety, commercial, legal, ethical 

and political aspects of implementing such a service were explored. For this I was awarded 

the Dr. John L. McLucas award for the study of space safety by the Arthur C. Clarke 

Foundation. 

 

I then moved to Singapore to work as an intern in a satellite telecommunications company 

and later got hired as Business Development Analyst. In time, I was pulled back to the field 

that I originally dreamt of working in. 

 

As the Editor for the Directorate of Science and Robotic Exploration of the European Space 

Agency (ESA), I deal with official public communication of results from the Agency’s 

missions, targeted towards the general public and the media. This includes missions led by 

other space agencies with ESA participation. My main task is to communicate to the public 

on the wonders of science produced by astronomy, planetology, space science fundamental 

physics, and robotic exploration missions. 

 

Much of what I write or edit is based on scientific papers published in reputed journals, and 

my main task is to present the complex information in an easy manner, understandable to 

non-experts. 

 

Needless to say, reporting on Astronomy and related phenomena is not something I could 

have done easily without my basic degree in Astrophysics. But one aspect that I never really 

understood the importance of, and I come across every day now, was the emphasis on an 

interdisciplinary education. Jacob’s Earth and Space Sciences department is one of the very 

few environments where the programmes are designed with this in mind. Like most other 

big words, this one really hits home each time I’m publishing images from Mars, writing 

about the Venusian atmosphere or reporting live from the Rosetta spacecraft control room. 

 

In the scientific and human exploration of space, the lines between the disciplines blur until 

they almost disappear. One does need a lot of intense training in the field of specialisation 



to do good science, but the further out one reaches into space, the greater the need to 

collaborate, and to understand disciplines other than one’s own field of specialisation. It is 

not possible to separate the stars or planets one is studying, from the chemistry of their 

atmosphere, the geology of the surface (if there is a hard, rocky surface), or the change in 

brightness as it eclipses its parent star. That’s where the big word ‘interdisciplinary’ comes 

in.  

 

The final year B.Sc. thesis provides good exposure to the techniques used for research in 

the area of specialisation. So even if a different profession or line of study is pursued after 

the undergraduate degree, one is fully exposed to the subject matter and techniques used 

by specialists in the previously-chosen field. 

 

Enough cannot be said about the international and multicultural environment at Jacob’s. 

Rather than a fancy, attractive, overused word on a university brochure, any student, 

whether in astronomy or any other field, stands to gain much from learning to work in such 

an environment. 

 

With an extremely helpful faculty, great resources at your disposal, and many chances to 

network during field trips and internships, it is only a matter of putting in the effort to get 

wherever you want to be. 


