
Alina Gainusa-Bogdan (class of 2008) 

 

It took me a while until I could start writing this account of my GeoAstro adventure, because, although 

it's been four months since I left Jacobs University (the oldie IUB), it feels like I'm still there: I'm in 

denial of ever having left.  

 

The three crazy, rich, at times extenuating and always so rewarding years in IUB's GeoAstro (what you 

will know as Jacobs University's Earth and Space Sciences) program made me grow more than I ever 

imagined possible, made me reach further than I had even dared to dream, and left such a deep 

impression on me, that it is hard to believe they're over.  

 

When I finished high school, I had already acquired a pretty serious background in Physics, and 

(maybe out of loyalty) I thought I would go on to do that in university. But along with the Physics 

brochure, the admission committee slipped the Geosciences and Astrophysics program description in 

my acceptance envelope. It meant focusing on Geology, Oceanography, Space Physics and 

Astrophysics, none of which I had ever studied before. But the natural system had always fascinated 

me, so I couldn't resist the temptation and, leaving all caution and rational considerations, I dived in 

this new world... and I couldn't have chosen better! 

 

While Jacobs University presented me with a unique environment, dedicated to cultural diversity, 

understanding and discovery (a puzzling, thought-provoking, mind-opening experience), the Earth and 

Space Sciences program added the spice needed to make my time there fun and exciting, both 

personally and academically.  

 

While risking to sound discriminatory with the other majors, I can't help but say that the GeoAstro 

faculty is by far the coolest group of professors in the university. From the first weeks in the program, I 

felt that we had all the support we needed from them, and throughout all my undergraduate years they 

kept being by our side, helping us take on whatever project we had (or didn't have!) in mind, getting us 

through a lot of work and studying, while having a lot of fun to go along with it.  

 

Not having studied any of the core subjects before was not for a second an issue. The transition to these 

new fields was done very smoothly and efficiently. Instead, what I experienced was a lot of excitement 

in discovering them, in applying the sciences I had learned before, in taking everything I knew and 

using it to understand something real, something touchable. And indeed, there was plenty of “touching” 

nature, with all the excursions and labs we did. From fossil and crystal hunting, and trying out rocks in 

Germany's mountains (if you decide to take on the ESS challenge, you will find out what I mean!), to 

refining images of the mysterious Face on Mars, fighting sea-sickness while getting hands-on 

experience with oceanographic instruments on our way to the beautiful island of Helgoland, and 

discovering periodical signals in the Sun's activity, we did it all! The diversity of subjects (so deeply 

interconnected, that I don't see how they can be studied apart), taught by instructors with such different, 

intriguing, but ever so friendly characters left no room for boredom. I still cannot believe how easy it 

was to jump from the depth of the oceans straight up above our Galaxy, getting to try every topic we 

were curious in, with no boundaries.  

 

And still, this was not by far all. I had already started to feel like anything is possible, but what 

followed at the end of my first year was beyond all imagination: for my first internship ever, I and my 

colleague (who, incidentally, ended up doing Astrophysics!) flew to Singapore, to embark on a four-

week geophysical research cruise on the Indian Ocean, on board of the  second largest German research 

vessel, the Sonne. Tropical weather, pirate threat, tornadoes, flying fish, the monsoon (and, of course, 



all the science!), all packed together in a memory I still confuse for a dream.  

 

By the time I applied to grad schools to follow a carrier in Oceanography, I had acquired essential 

knowledge in all of the Earth Sciences (and here I include the Space Sciences, since I can't but see the 

Earth as an integrated part of the Universe), experience in hands-on, computational, theoretical and 

modeling Oceanography and Climate Sciences, and a huge baggage of enthusiasm, daring, optimism, 

and wonderful memories. When it came to my applications, thanks to these three years, it wasn't about 

the universities picking me, but me picking the universities.  

 

Cheesy as it may sound, turning my life around and choosing to come here was the best decision I ever 

made - the only downside is that now I have a great community and three awesome years to miss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R.V. Sonne waiting for the Bay of Bengal expedition to start 

(Internship 2006, Singapore) 

Driving the GeoAstro boat Norppa 

(Oceanography excursion, Sweden) 

Snorkeling grins (Oceanography excursion, Sweden) 



 

 

Graduation - the GeoAstro way (ESS faculty and class of 2008) 


