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Understanding the environment and 
nature and how it affects our daily lives 
has fascinated me since I was young. 
Therefore, Geosciences and 
Astrophysics (GeoAstro as it was 
called then, now called Earth and 
Space Sciences ESS) was an obvious 
major for me at Jacobs University. 
  
Multidisciplinarity is one of the 
strongest points in the major which 
helps us learn aspects ranging from 
Geology/Geochemistry to 
Oceanography to Astro and Space 
physics. Thanks to this, in my own 
case, I have been able to make 
switches from Oceanography (BSc) to 
Geology/geochemistry (MSc) to 
Geomicrobiology (PhD) to 
Hydrogeology (current position) 
without too much fuss. 
  
 
 

Additionally, Jacobs students can get hands-on practical/field knowledge be it ocean 
lab, geochem lab, geology field trips, GIS or Astro/Space lab already in the BSc 
degree. The small student-faculty ratio in the department also makes it possible to 
interact with faculty members with academic/scientific problems on a regular basis. 
And the plethora of internship opportunities and field trips to exciting places such as 

	  
Taking a break from working on the box-
cores in the research vessel ‘Polar Stern’ 

	  

“Research captain” 
Prof. Thomsen and 
scientific crew of 
Geo-Astro students 
during the Polarstern 
cruise 



Ireland, Greece and Sweden is an icing on the cake. No wonder why all other majors 
envied our major and our faculty!   
  

Most important of all, the ‘fun factor’ determines greatly how much we can learn. Our 
faculty in the GeoAstro made sure our time in Jacobs was fun. Faculty soccer on 
Wednesdays, student-faculty get-togethers on Sundays gave us the opportunity to 
talk and get to know each other better. Student-faculty rapport in our dept was 
another reason why our major was (and hopefully is) coveted at Jacobs. 
  
After my Masters, I spent three and half years in Tuebingen and successfully 
completed a PhD. Doing research in a dynamic microbiology group further opened 
opportunities for me to work in one of the biggest National Labs in the US. 
  
Currently, I am working as a Research Associate in the Oak Ridge National Lab as a 
hydrogeologist since 2011 Jan. In my job, I combine the knowledge of field and lab 
geochemistry to study fate of contaminants and nano-colloids in the sub-surface in 
lab and field scale. Contaminants association with nano-colloids is relatively new and 
a field which has vast opportunity for research. 
  
Having visited and spent time in other universities (Tuebingen, Lausanne, Colorado 
and California) during my PhD, I can assure the current crop of students that the 
academic opportunities we have at Earth Science Dept@Jacobs is quite unique. So 
make the most out of it!  
  
Also, I would like to take the opportunity and thank all the professors/technicians and 
friends from the GeoAstro group (2001-2006) who made our time in Bremen both fun 
and successful.	  

	  

Geo-Astro 
students and 
professors Bau 
and Koschinsky, 
withstanding the 
harshness of 
nature during a 
field trip on the 
Dingle 
Peninsula, 
Ireland  


