
ESS story Jonas Blüthgen
Oceanographer, M.Sc., 12/2011

At the beginning of my undergrad studies, I had two big questions about the ESS programme: 
(1) Would it be exciting enough to capture and continue to keep my interest? And (2) would 
the education be a good basis for what ever I might want to do afterwards? Having completed 
the ESS programme at Jacobs University, a Master’s degree in Bergen, Norway, and recently 
started working as an oceanographer in Denmark, I can answer both with “yes”. I will try to 
explain why.

The ESS programme is made up of a varied palette of subjects within the geosciences. The 
subjects together give an increasingly comprehensive understanding of the Earth system and 
the much larger systems it is part of. Together with the specialization in one field, I learned to 
appreciate  both  the  complex  details  and  the  wider  context  of  my  subject.  Besides  of 
accumulating theory and background knowledge, you spend a great amount of time on field 
trips and in the lab, gathering relevant research skills. In projects throughout the studies and 
finally in your Bachelor’s project, you  get to do your own first steps in the world of research.

The field trips but also the network people in the ESS 
programme create  on campus  make  ESS a  very social 
major. In fact, at my time, it was widely acknowledged 
(and envied) the most social major at Jacobs. This not 
only makes your study life more fun but also helps you 
appreciate  inter-disciplinary  communication  and  start 
building on networks.

If you are considering to specialize in oceanography, the 
Ocean Lab is an inspiring place on campus. When you 
enter the hall, you find yourself surrounded by shelves of 
marine field equipment. Flow chambers and flumes are 
set up and ready for  experimental oceanography. In a 
pool  (also  regularly  used  for  less  scientific  activities 
during the ESS graduation party), tests are going on with 
sea-floor crawlers for methane exploration. The light is 
green  from  the  glass  tubes  with  algae  for  bio-fuel 
production surrounding the building.

I benefited much from the close cooperation of the ESS programme with the Alfred Wegener 
Institute for Polar and Marine Research (AWI) in Bremerhaven, just an hour away from 
campus.  I  did  a  summer  internship  in  the  sea  ice  physics  department  and  later  also  my 
Bachelor’s  project,  the  results  of  which  have  recently  been accepted  for  publication  in  a 
leading geophysics journal. Also various other departments at the AWI offer possibilities for 
doing internships and projects.

When I was applying for graduate schools towards the end of my ESS studies, I found that I 
was well equipped for any of the programmes I was interested in. I ultimately chose a newly 
established one that is offered jointly by four Scandinavian universities and includes funded 
stays in Iceland, Norway, Denmark, and the Faroe Islands. My experiences at Jacobs also 
facilitated finding my place in the international environment of the programme. The sound 
training  in  English as  language  of  studies  and  communication  was  invaluable  for  the 
applications as well as the courses.
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On excursion off Tjärnö, Sweden, 2008



You can tell from the list of places where ESS graduates are today that there is access to 
various kinds of work and places in the world. I chose to stay in the academic field and am 
currently making arrangements for pursuing a PhD in Scandinavia next year.

As  an  ESS  alumni,  I  feel  still  very 
connected to the group. I am thankful for 
the great start into my work I got there and 
like the concept of alumni passing on their 
experience  to  current  students.  From 
occasional visits and keeping an eye on the 
mailing list I can tell that they are keeping 
up the  good work and also the  fun. It of 
course depends on what you make of it, but 
I am convinced that the conditions in ESS 
at  Jacobs  University  are  very  good  for 
anyone.

CV: http://ocean.dmi.dk/staff/jbn/Docs/CV_JonasBluethgen.pdf

Contact: jbluethgen@jacobs-alumni.de
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On excursion in the Little Belt, Denmark, 2010
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