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Perhaps the most surprising and important story of my life started 
when I came to Jacobs University in 2003. 

Just when I thought I had everything figured out, being on course to 
study Integrated Social Sciences, on the spur of the moment I 
decided to drop by the Geosciences & Astrophysics (now Earth and 
Space Sciences; ESS) orientation. And there and then it happened. All my childhood 
fascinations with the mysteries of remote parts of our planet and the universe came 
alive again. Listening about hands-on classes, field trips and adventure-like 
internships in oceanography, geology, spacephysics and astrophysics captivated me 
so much that I made a life-changing decision to switch majors and start what 
gradually evolved into an exciting and successful career in marine science. 

You can imagine that such a transition might have been overwhelming at first. 
Indeed, it took some time and effort to keep up with the challenges that this program 
and the whole university brings your way. Luckily, at Jacobs University you need not 
be alone with your struggles. Thanks to good friends as well as helpful and 
approachable professors, I could cope with the classes I had a hard time with, and at 
the same time, do really well in the ones I felt most able and motivated to pursue. 

Today I can honestly say that during my 
time at Jacobs I found everything that a 
young student needed to enter the world of 
scientific discovery. Stimulating lectures, 
state-of-the-art facilities, experienced and 
friendly professors who not only teach but 
inspire you to dig deep in search for answers 
and solutions – all offered to you and your 
friends from around the world in a unique 
transdisciplinary spirit of Jacobs. 

As a Ph.D. student in Oceanography at the 
University of Maine, I often found myself 
amazed at how much I had already learned 
and experienced as an undergraduate student. Reviewing scientific literature, 
performing lab experiments, designing sampling strategies at sea, running computer 
model simulations, writing scientific reports and publications, or preparing poster and 
oral presentations – none of these tasks did I have to learn from scratch. Equally 
important to me was the ability to work in a multicultural team with very different 
working styles – another skill I owe to my time spent at Jacobs, be it in a class group 
project, or playing volleyball and soccer in my free time. 
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I soon discovered that at Jacobs I received 
many building blocks necessary to turn my 
childhood and student interests into a 
professional career. I realized that the 
multicultural experience of Jacobs as well 
as the transdisciplinary focus of ESS opened 
so many doors for me. As my Advisory 
Committee told me upon successfully 
defending my doctoral dissertation, during 
five years I had spent in graduate school, 
from a student of Oceanography I managed 
to turn into a practicing professional with a 
solid publication record. I felt very proud 
of myself and I didn't want my story to end 
there.

Today I work as a postdoctoral researcher at the National Institute of Aquatic 
Resources at Technical University of Denmark. I was invited to join a team of marine 
scientists from over 20 European institutions to work on a project that aims to 
improve management of marine resources in the North Atlantic. This is an exciting 
job because it may help us come up with new means of mitigating the adverse effects 
of overfishing and climate change on the world's marine ecosystems. 

My dream is to one day return to my home country where I would like to share the 
ideas, the skills and the spirit that I found at Jacobs University with young Polish 
students. I imagine this would be my small token of appreciation to those who helped 
write the story of how I became an oceanographer.
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