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If you had asked me what I wanted to study before I got into Jacobs University 
Bremen (IUB, in the old days) I would have said I don’t know…and I don’t care! 
But after the first week of lectures, I knew my major would have to be Earth and 
Space Sciences! What other major fed my appetite for exploration and 
adventure? It addressed my wide interest for sciences: geology, geochemistry, 
physical and biological oceanography, space and astrophysics and how they all 
contribute to our understanding of the world we live in. The cherry on top of the 
ice cream sunday? The awesome group of professors that were extremely 
approachable, who kept lectures very personal, flexible and simply fun.  And the 
cherry on top of that cherry? All the mandatory field trips and practical experience 
we were up for: close-up astronomy in Crete’s Skinakas Observatory, geological 
field trips to Ireland and South Africa and of course the three weeks stay on 
European’s largest research vessel and ice-breaker ‘Polarstern’. Unforgettable 
impressions!  
 
Looking back, it was the absolute right thing to do. Of course I had to go through 
the compulsory sleepless nights and exam marathons – but it was well worth it! 
Consequently my time doing the MSc. in Petroleum Engineering at Heriot Watt 
University was filled with ‘been there – done that’ moments… be it the geology, 
geophysics and fluid-dynamics of ESS or the economics that had been covered 
in school electives.  
 
I am now working as a reservoir engineer for Wintershall, a German oil & gas 
company and subsidiary of BASF. With now three years of work experience I can 
confidently state that ESS has not only prepared me for my graduate studies, but 
also for my time ‘on-the-job’. Without any doubt you will not only get the 
theoretical technical foundation needed, but equally important the practical 
hands-on exposure as well as the soft skills required for an international work 
environment. So, if you are up for the adventure of experiencing a global world 
that in reality is truly flat – at Jacob’s ESS you will definitely get a head-start! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Relaxing after a long day’s geological mapping hike  
(Geology excursion to Ireland) 

 
 

 
 

Examining ocean floor samples from 1000m depth  
(Research Vessel Polarstern) 

 
 

 
 

Serkan Kulaksiz taking a sneak preview through the Skinakas Telescope during 
the Astrophysics excursion on Crete 


